Mr. Coccagna stated that he first learned about the citation at
noon the day it was issued. Mine superintendent Karazsia telephoned
him at home and asked him how the line curtain came to be located inby
unsupported roof.  He explained the mining procedures which were followed
on his shift and Mr. Karazsia responded "fine" (Tr. 177).

Mr. Coccagna testified that three or four weeks prior to the hearing
Inspector Baniak was in the mine and engaged him in a conversation
concerning the citation in question and told him MYou were wrong, you
were wrong", and that this went on for two and half hours while
he was escorting Mr. Baniak on his.inspection rounds (Tr. 178).

On cross-examination, Mr. Coccagna stated that at the time the cut
was being mined and the area cleaned up, they were following roof control
plan "drawing number 1-B" and safety precaution number 4, found on page
six of the plan (Tr. 180).  He described the clean-up process, including
the operation of the continuous miner cutting heads during the clean-up
cycle (Tr. 180-186).

Mr. Coccagna stated that when the curtain was hung, a foot of left
over material was tucked behind it.  One of his crew members inserted a
spad into the roof with a spad gun and he connected the curtain to the
spad.  The ventilation tubing was left a little behind the roof bolts
so that it could be pulled out.  Permanent roof supports were present
in the entry when the auxiliary fan tubing was pulled out.  The curtain
was hung while under temporary support (Tr. 186-190).

In response to bench questions, Mr. Coccagna stated that Mr. Baniak's
"rough sketch" of the scene as depicted in his notes resembled the area
at the time the citation issued, except that the line curtain was closer
to the rib and did not "curve out" (Tr. 199),  He also indicated that
Mr. Baniak's "hearing sketch" was not accurate in that the curtain was
not in the middle of the entry as shown and the first cut of coal had been
taken out a week earlier (Tr. 200).

George Karazsia, mine superintendent, Gamble Portal, Mathies Mine,
testified that when he learned that the citation had been issued by
Mr. Baniak he telephoned section foreman Frank Coccagna to inqurie about
the allegation that men worked under unsupported roof on his shift.
Mr. Coccagna explained the procedures which were followed in installing
the line curtain and assured him that it was done in full compliance
with the roof control plan and that no one on his crew worked under
unsupported roof.  After speaking with Mr, Coccagna he called Mr. Baniak
to discuss the matter but Mr. Baniak refused to discuss the citation
with him.  Since that time Mr. Baniak visited the mine three times to
discuss the citation with mine employees and with him, Mr. Karazsia
stated that he advised Mr. Baniak that since the matter was being litigated
and was in court he did not believe he should, discuss the matter with
him or his men (Tr. 204-208).
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